Sandbach Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Sandbach Town Council for the year ended
31 March 2024 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor's
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any
local government elector of the area of Sandbach Town Council on
application to:

@) CeriLloyd
Chef Officer/RFO
Sandbach Town Council
Enterprise Centre, Wesley Avenue, Sandbach, CW11 1DG

(b) Monday to Friday 10am to 2pm
Or by appointment

3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
payment of £ (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d) Ceri Lloyd - Clerk

Date of announcement: (e) 30th September 2024

Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a

=

Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b

Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

G

(d) Insertthe name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice

’ www.pkf-l.com




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

Sandbach

{oeun Cauncl\

our respansivility for ensuring that there is a sound systam of inte*nal control. including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

.\We have gut in place arrangaments for aifective financial

'Yes 'means thal this authority.

2 maniair

ncluding me nad to pravent and datact fraud

=
and corruplion and raviewed its affecliverass.

Tresource

. We took all reasonable staes lo assure oursaives

w

Practices that could have a significanl financial effect
or the ability 5f this authorily {0 conductits
business cr manage its finances.

werto do and has

4. W= pre oer dpporiurity dunng the y2ar ior
the exercise of electers' rights in accordance with the

Mis of the Accounts ard Audid Ragulalions

ragui

ity o

wthonly's accounis

ing this

censidered and decumenied the

and tzall with ti:2m orog

Suhojecy” o wierack ColiV Con—ain

financial and other risks it

inlarral a

<l systents

arranged for a competent person independent of tha financial

it matters ra
al audit

2 aclion or

arnal and

. We considered wheather any litigation. liabilities or
cometmants. avants or ransa $ gccurnng either
during or aiter the year-and have a financial impact on
this autherity and. peropriate. havz included them

I lhe acsounting st ents

@

9. (Forloz
chantanla In
trustee w2 discharged our accountability
responsibililies for the fund(s)/assets. including
financial reporting and. if requirad. indecendent

2¥aminatcn or audit

: /
Patthere are no mattars of acwal or potential
non-compliance with laws. regulations and Proper \/

w202 s a pody

agmng trust22 of a /caal

“Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each "No' response and describe
how the autharity will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeling of the authority on:

12/ 20 0.

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

and recorded as minute reference:

Fe fizlelog (o |,

Sand bac . AoV - ul
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

Sandbach  Tewn,

Year ending

Cowi \

Notes and guidance

31 Mareh 31 March Please round all igures to nearest £1 Do natleave any
2023 2024 boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures must
£ £ agree lo underlying financral records.

1. Balances brougnt Total halances and reserves at ihe beginning of the year
forward 959,803 1,089.952 | asrecorded in the financial records Value must agree fo

Box 7 of previous y2ar

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 695,310 732.380 recaivad or raceivabls in the year. Exclude any grants

recaived.

3. (+) Total other receipts Toial income or raceipts as recorded in the cashbook less

215,210 258.303 the pracept or rates.levias recaived {line 2). Include any
grants recewved.

4. (-) Staff costs Tetal expenditurs or payments made to and on behalf

56 = of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages.
375.549 453,432 amployars NI contributions, employers pansicn
contributions. gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditura or payments of capital and interest
regayments 20 805 29,605 made dunng the year on the authority’s borrewings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recordsd in the cash-

395,217 573.810 book less staif costs (ine 4} and loan intarast/capial
repaymeants (line 3).

7. (=) Baiances carned Tolal balances and reservas ai the and of the y2ar. Must
forward 1,089,952 1.003,988 | squal (1+2-3) - (+=5-5) -

8. Total value of cash and The sum of ali current and deposil hank accounts, cash
short term invesimenis 1,088,179 1,024,200 | holdings and siort term mvesiments field as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus Tne value of ail tha proparty e authority owns - it 15 made
long term invesiments 568,758 575.323 up of all its ficed assets and long term investments as a.
and asseis 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of ail lcans

342648 327’238 from third pariies iincluding PWLS).
For Local Councils Only
11a. Disclosure naie re Trust funds The Councii. as a body corporaiz. acls as sale trustze and
(including charitable) 1s responsibie for managing Trust funds or assels.
11b. Disclosure note ra Trust funds / The figures in the accounting statements ahove
{including charitable) exclude any Trust transacuons.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authoritias - a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

presented to the authority for approval

12 (o] 2008

Date

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

[T/ 06/ 1024

as recorded in minute reference:
TC /14 6724

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approvad

Pivay > SN

—_—
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of Sandbach Town Council - CH0174

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://iwww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Retum in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Section 1, Assertion 5 has been incorrectly completed. The risk assessment was reviewed and approved by the full council in March 2023, but it
was not reviewed and approved by the full council during 2023/24. The council also need to review the current level of fidelity insurance. This
is consistent with the Internal Auditor’s finding in the detailed internal audit report.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper|
provision during the year 2024/25 for the exercise ofﬁub!ic rights, since the notice regarding the period for the exercise of public rights was not]
ublished before the start of the period. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement
or 2024/25 and ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2025/26.

In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Re,aort, and their detailed report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to findings in relation
to council’s treatment of prepayments. The smaller authority must ensure that action is taken to address these areas of weakness in a timely
manner.

The smaller authority has not provided the required documentation regarding the General Power of Competence during the period of 2023-24|
as part of the intermediate procedure. The council has provided the minutes of the meeting and the qualification certificate of the clerk which
shows that General Power of Competence will be applicable from May 2024, but we have no evidence whether the smaller authority had the
General Power of Competence in 2023-24.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature /’//M/ Mt@}_ (/(-/// Date 28/09/2024
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